Pine Knol

| Sabbath School Study Notes

First Quarter 2020: Daniel
Lesson 2 “From Jerusalem to Babylon”

Read for this week’s study
2 Kings 21:10-16; Daniel 1; Galatians 2:19, 20; Matthew 16:24-26; 2 Corinthians 4:17;

James 1:5.

Memory Text

“As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom;

and Daniel

had understanding in all visions and dreams” (Daniel 1:17, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

l.
Il.
Il.
V.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction

God’s Sovereignty
Faith Under Pressure
Firm Resolution
Unblemished and Wise
Final Exam

Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration

Facilitator:

1.

Daniel Duda

“As we study Daniel, let us keep in mind that the true hero of the book is God. We
are so used to stories that stress the faithfulness of Daniel and his friends that we
may forget to exalt the faithfulness of the One who guided and sustained those four
young men as they confronted the power and allure of the Babylonian Empire.”
(Sabbath afternoon)

“The opening lines of Daniel make it clear that the defeat of Jerusalem is not
credited to the superior power of the Babylonian king; rather, it has occurred
because ‘the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] hand””
(Daniel 1:2, NKJV). (Sunday’s lesson)

What is the theological significance of this opening statement of the book of Daniel?

What pressures did the four young men face? “The whole process was intended to
effect some kind of conversion and indoctrination that would result in a change of
worldview.” (Monday’s lesson)
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5. Tuesday’s lesson discusses Daniel’s firm resolution. What is the impact of
emphasizing Daniel’s (and his friends’) faithfulness? Does the text indicate the
reason for the decision they made?

6. “God has yet to bless anyone except where they actually are. If we faithlessly discard
situation after situation, moment after moment, as not being right, we will simply
have no place to receive His kingdom into our life.” (Dallas Willard)

7. How does the experience of four young men confront the 19™ century escapism
which is so prevalent in conservative Christian/Adventist circles? “From the
experience of Daniel and his companions, we learn that it is indeed possible to
remain untainted by the corrupting elements of our society. We also learn that we
do not need to isolate ourselves from society and its cultural life in order to serve
God.” (Wednesday’s lesson)

8. “We should not fear the overwhelming power of media, governments, and other
institutions that may threaten to destroy our identity as God’s children. As we place
our confidence in God, we can be sure that He can sustain us in difficult moments
and preserve us against all odds.” (Thursday’s lesson)

9. What are the consequences when we apply pietistic interpretations that are not
based on the biblical text? Do those interpretations help us navigate the
complexities of the world we face today as we seek to reveal God to those around
us?

10. Where do you draw the line in your life? The four young men decided where they
would compromise and where they would not. And surprisingly, God honored their
decision. What does it say to us about our God?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

We know, from the books we’ve read already, the background for this book. Daniel was taken
into captivity on the first invasion of Nebuchadnezzar, and there’s indication that could have
been the only invasion, if the disciplining of the leaders had been accepted by the people. But
he had to come back the second time. He took more people, including Ezekiel. Still no
submission on the part of the Jews, the correcting of their ways; and he had to come back the
third time, as Jeremiah warned, and he destroyed Jerusalem and scattered the rest of the
people. Remember in 2 Chronicles, it says there was no remedy; there was nothing more God
could do for his people. As Hosea will say next week, they were bent on leaving him, so he had
to let them go. Or in the picture of the vineyard with the hedge around, there was no remedy,
so God removed the hedge. There was no protection. And now God’s people are under severe
discipline. Think of the ten tribes to the north! Now the two to the south.
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But some saints went, with the sinners, into Babylonian captivity. Think of Daniel! One of the
finest men God ever had. And look at the others, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Or should we
call them Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? Well, maybe if we give them their Babylonian
names we should give Daniel his Babylonian name, and that would be what? Belteshazzar?
Maybe we should say Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah, to match them. But they are the same people. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt
from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 — Daniel, recorded February, 1982, Riverside,
California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984:

http://pkp.cc/39MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/40MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

You notice in that story how Daniel was offered the food that was served to the king, and he
turned it down. We usually use that as an argument for taking care of our health, and it
certainly is not inappropriate. | think you’ll find, though, that the primary reason why he didn’t
eat that food was that it was offered to the idols first, and to eat the food offered to the idols
was to acknowledge the idols; so he refused. It so happens, though, that the food that was
offered to the idols was the less digestible food. So it turned out that to refuse the food offered
to idols meant that they ate the food that was better for them. So in two ways this is significant.
It was better for their health, but primarily it was a rejection of idolatry. That was what was so
dangerous about refusing to take it. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The
Picture of God in All 66 — Daniel, recorded February, 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984:

http://pkp.cc/39MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/40MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

The Israelites had reason to wonder about the power of their God, because they measured
God’s power in those days by particularly victory on the battlefield. The God of a nation in
captivity for so many years would evidently not be a very powerful god, and who would want to
trust a weak god? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66
— Leviticus, recorded October, 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:

http://pkp.cc/SMMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)
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Further Study with Ellen White

He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, will
carry forward His work. He will thwart the purposes of wicked men and will bring to confusion
the counsels of those who plot mischief against His people. He who is the King, the Lord of
hosts, sitteth between the cherubim, and amidst the strife and tumult of nations He guards His
children still. When the strongholds of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of wrath
shall strike through the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands. {PK 176.1}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. ... {8T 19.1}

Christ has made provision that His church shall be a transformed body, illumined with the light
of heaven, possessing the glory of Immanuel. It is His purpose that every Christian shall be
surrounded with a spiritual atmosphere of light and peace. There is no limit to the usefulness of
the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart
and lives a life wholly consecrated to God. {8T 19.3}

And the same compassion that reached out to rescue Peter is extended to every soul who has
fallen under temptation. It is Satan’s special device to lead man into sin, and then leave him,
helpless and trembling, fearing to seek for pardon. But why should we fear, when God has said,
“Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace
with Me?” Isaiah 27:5. Every provision has been made for our infirmities, every encouragement
offered us to come to Christ. {COL 156.1}

There is by our side a witness, a heavenly messenger, who will lift up for us a standard against
the enemy. He will shut us in with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. Beyond this
Satan cannot penetrate. He cannot pass this shield of holy light. {COL 171.3}

The God of heaven is constantly at work. It is by His power that vegetation is caused to flourish,
that every leaf appears and every flower blooms. Every drop of rain or flake of snow, every
spire of grass, every leaf and flower and shrub, testifies of God. These little things so common
around us teach the lesson that nothing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing is too
small for His attention. {FLB 28.4}

These things were not written merely that we might read and wonder, but that the same faith
which wrought in God’s servants of old might work in us. In no less marked a manner than He
wrought then will He work now wherever there are hearts of faith to be channels of His power.
{CG 43.1}
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Whatever is to be done at His command may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings
are enablings. {COL 333.1}

Amidst great discouragement, Nehemiah made God his trust, his sure defense. And He who was
the support of His servant then has been the dependence of His people in every age. In every
crisis His people may confidently declare, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans
8:31. However craftily the plots of Satan and his agents may be laid, God can detect them, and
bring to nought all their counsels. The response of faith today will be the response made by
Nehemiah, “Our God shall fight for us;” for God is in the work, and no man can prevent its
ultimate success. {PK 645.2}

Let all who are afflicted or unjustly used, cry to God. Turn away from those whose hearts are as
steel, and make your requests known to your Maker. Never is one repulsed who comes to Him
with a contrite heart. Not one sincere prayer is lost. Amid the anthems of the celestial choir,
God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour out our heart’s desire in our closets,
we breathe a prayer as we walk by the way, and our words reach the throne of the Monarch of
the universe. They may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die away into silence,
nor can they be lost through the activities of business that are going on. Nothing can drown the
soul’s desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the confusion of the multitude, to the
heavenly courts. It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard. {COL 174.1}

Never feel that Christ is far away. He is always near. His loving presence surrounds you.
{FLB 62.8}

When the Christian takes his baptismal vow, divine help is pledged to him. The Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit stand ready to work in his behalf. God places at his command the resources
of heaven, that he may be an overcomer. His own power is small; but God is omnipotent, and
God is his helper. Daily he is to make known his wants at the throne of grace. By faith and trust,
by availing himself of the resources provided, he can be more than a conqueror. {OHC 157.5}

He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the sufferings of humanity.
Not only does Christ know every soul, and the peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He
knows all the circumstances that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying
tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of His sympathy and pity.
He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and He desires us to lay our perplexities and
troubles at His feet and leave them there. {MH 249.3}

Those who really desire to be taught of God, and to walk in His way, have the sure promise that
if they feel their lack of wisdom and ask of God, He will give liberally, and upbraid not.
{FE 299.2}

He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, can
carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which appears to finite minds entangled and
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complicated, the Lord’s hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means to
thwart the purposes of wicked counselors, and those who plot out mischief. {4BC 1161.1}

As the Lord co-operated with Daniel and his fellows, so He will co-operate with all who strive to
do His will. And by the impartation of His Spirit He will strengthen every true purpose, every
noble resolution. Those who walk in the path of obedience will encounter many hindrances.
Strong, subtle influences may bind them to the world; but the Lord is able to render futile every
agency that works for the defeat of His chosen ones; in His strength they may overcome every
temptation, conquer every difficulty. {PK 487.1}

The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. He may distress, but he
cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but not defilement. {FLB 327.6}

The Saviour would have passed through the agony of Calvary that one might be saved in His
kingdom. He will never abandon one for whom He has died. Unless His followers choose to
leave Him, He will hold them fast. {DA 480.5}

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of
holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication
with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of
His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men. {MH 417.2}

In the whole Satanic force there is not power to overcome one soul who in simple trust casts
himself on Christ. {COL 157.3}

While engaged in our daily work, we should lift the soul to heaven in prayer. These silent
petitions rise like incense before the throne of grace; and the enemy is baffled. The Christian
whose heart is thus stayed upon God cannot be overcome. No evil arts can destroy his peace.
All the promises of God’s word, all the power of divine grace, all the resources of Jehovah, are
pledged to secure his deliverance. It was thus that Enoch walked with God. And God was with
him, a present help in every time of need. {GW 254.2}

The Holy Spirit will not compel men to take a certain course of action. We are free moral
agents; and when sufficient evidence has been given us as to our duty it is left with us to decide
our course. {RH, July 17, 1888 par. 4}

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that
can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly
present allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose
another master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ,
and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand.
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In constantly beholding Him, we “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. {SC 72.1}

God had power to hold Adam back from touching the forbidden fruit; but had He done this,
Satan would have been sustained in his charge against God’s arbitrary rule. Man would not
have been a free moral agent, but a mere machine (RH June 4, 1901). {1BC 1084.2}

Today the truths of Scripture are to be brought before the great men of the world in order that
they may choose between obedience to God’s law and allegiance to the prince of evil. God sets
everlasting truth before them—truth that will make them wise unto salvation, but He does not
force them to accept it. If they turn from it, He leaves them to themselves, to be filled with the
fruit of their own doings. {AA 241.2}

It is not the plan of God to compel men to yield their wicked unbelief. Before them are light and
darkness, truth and error. It is for them to decide which to accept. The human mind is endowed
with power to discriminate between right and wrong. God designs that men shall not decide
from impulse, but from weight of evidence, carefully comparing scripture with scripture
(Redemption: or the Miracles of Christ, pp. 112, 113). {1BC 1120.5}

God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He
desires that the creatures of His hands shall love Him because He is worthy of love. He would
have them obey Him because they have an intelligent appreciation of His wisdom, justice, and
benevolence. And all who have a just conception of these qualities will love Him because they
are drawn toward Him in admiration of His attributes. {GC 541.3}

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent
beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires
from all His creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His
character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that
they may render Him voluntary service. {PP 34.3}

Satan’s policy in this final conflict with God’s people is the same that he employed in the
opening of the great controversy in heaven. He professed to be seeking to promote the stability
of the divine government, while secretly bending every effort to secure its overthrow. And the
very work which he was thus endeavoring to accomplish he charged upon the loyal angels.
{GC591.1}

God never forces the will or the conscience; but Satan’s constant resort—to gain control of
those whom he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by cruelty. Through fear or force he
endeavors to rule the conscience and to secure homage to himself. To accomplish this, he
works through both religious and secular authorities, moving them to the enforcement of
human laws in defiance of the law of God. {GC 591.2}

Study Collection Prepared April, 2019 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 7



When we receive Christ as an abiding guest in the soul, the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, will keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. {MB 15.2}

Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive Christ
join themselves in covenant relation with God. A living faith means an increase of vigor, a
confiding trust, by which, through the grace of Christ, the soul becomes a conquering power.
{MH 62.2}

Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be
lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, “I live; yet not |,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. Rest in God. He is able to keep
that which you have committed to Him. If you will leave yourself in His hands, He will bring you
off more than conqueror through Him that has loved you. {SC 71.2}

In a knowledge of God all true knowledge and real development have their source. Wherever
we turn, in the physical, the mental, or the spiritual realm; in whatever we behold, apart from
the blight of sin, this knowledge is revealed. Whatever line of investigation we pursue, with a
sincere purpose to arrive at truth, we are brought in touch with the unseen, mighty Intelligence
that is working in and through all. The mind of man is brought into communion with the mind
of God, the finite with the Infinite. The effect of such communion on body and mind and soul is
beyond estimate. {Ed 14.2}

Jesus declares that the Father is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him than
parents are to give good gifts to their children. The Holy Spirit understands man’s every
necessity. He will bestow upon the earnest seeker that for which he hungers and thirsts. The
blessings that God has to bestow are unlimited. We cannot comprehend their height and depth
and breadth. All heaven is at the command of those who, realizing their lack of wisdom, come
directly to the source of wisdom. To such ones God gives liberally and upbraids not. But let
them ask in faith, nothing wavering. . . . The one who receives wisdom from on high is the one
who holds fast to the promise, the one who feels his need, and will not be turned aside. . ..
{HP 294.4}

The closer we are to God, the safer we are, for Satan hates and fears the presence of God.
{FLB 312.5}

The subtlety of Satan will not decrease, but the wisdom given to men through a living
connection with the Source of all light and divine knowledge will be proportionate to his arts
and wiles. {FLB 312.6}

God is able and willing to bestow upon His servants all the strength they need and to give them
the wisdom that their varied necessities demand. He will more than fulfill the highest
expectations of those who put their trust in Him. {AA 242.1}
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Christ is our only hope. We may look to Him, for He is our Saviour. We may take Him at His
word, and make Him our dependence. He knows just the help we need, and we can safely put
our trust in Him. If we depend on merely human wisdom to guide us, we shall find ourselves on
the losing side. But we may come direct to the Lord Jesus, for He has said: “Come unto Me, all
ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” {TM 486.3}

In order to encourage us to have confidence and trust He comes near us by His holy Word and
Spirit, and seeks in a thousand ways to win our confidence. But in nothing does He take more
delight than in receiving the weak who come to Him for strength. If we will find heart and voice
to pray, He will be sure to find an ear to hear and an arm to save. {TDG 194.5}

The character of God as revealed by Christ invites our faith and love, for we have a Father
whose mercy and compassion fail not. At every step of our journey heavenward He will be with
us to guide in every perplexity, to give us help in every temptation. {HP 16.4}

Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made plain
in the law that God has given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment is, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind.” Luke 10:27. To love Him, the infinite, the omniscient One, with the
whole strength, and mind, and heart, means the highest development of every power. It means
that in the whole being—the body, the mind, as well as the soul—the image of God is to be
restored. {Ed 16.1}

Like the first is the second commandment—"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Matthew
22:39. The law of love calls for the devotion of body, mind, and soul to the service of God and
our fellow men. And this service, while making us a blessing to others, brings the greatest
blessing to ourselves. Unselfishness underlies all true development. Through unselfish service
we receive the highest culture of every faculty. More and more fully do we become partakers of
the divine nature. We are fitted for heaven, for we receive heaven into our hearts. {Ed 16.2}

Every human being, created in the image of God, is endowed with a power akin to that of the
Creator—individuality, power to think and to do. The men in whom this power is developed are
the men who bear responsibilities, who are leaders in enterprise, and who influence character.
It is the work of true education to develop this power, to train the youth to be thinkers, and not
mere reflectors of other men’s thought. Instead of confining their study to that which men have
said or written, let students be directed to the sources of truth, to the vast fields opened for
research in nature and revelation. Let them contemplate the great facts of duty and destiny,
and the mind will expand and strengthen. Instead of educated weaklings, institutions of
learning may send forth men strong to think and to act, men who are masters and not slaves of
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circumstances, men who possess breadth of mind, clearness of thought, and the courage of
their convictions. {Ed 17.2}

Higher education is an experimental knowledge of the plan of salvation, and this knowledge is
secured by earnest and diligent study of the Scriptures. Such an education will renew the mind
and transform the character, restoring the image of God in the soul. It will fortify the mind
against the deceptive whisperings of the adversary, and enable us to understand the voice of
God. It will teach the learner to become a co-worker with Jesus Christ, to dispel the moral
darkness about him, and bring light and knowledge to men. It is the simplicity of true
godliness—our passport from the preparatory school of earth to the higher school above.

{CT 11.1}

To gain the higher education means to become a partaker of the divine nature. It means to
copy the life and character of Christ so that we shall stand on vantage ground as we fight the
battles of life. It means to gain daily victories over sin. As we seek for this education, angels of
God are our companions; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord lifts up a
standard for us against him. {CT 388.4}
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